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CARPET KIT

Lay It Down Like A Pro
Heat Shield Insulation by Quiet Ride Sulotions

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN GILBERT

here are customizing
projects that the aver-
age do-t-yourselfer can
easily 1ake on by himsealf
at home—and then are
the specialized tasks that must be left to
an expenenced professional. That is, of
course, unless we are talking about that
rare breed of DIY guy who doesn't seem
1o care whether or not he did a sloppy job

and ruined most of his new parts as long
as he can say that he did it himself, For
you fellows who don't fall into either cat-
egory we have enlisted the help of Pete
Engel and Mario at Pete's Westminster
Auto Upholstery to reveal some automao-
tive carpel laying tips that will help you

1o lay carpet in your truck at home like a
pro., It wasn't easy for us to convince Pete
to help us out. He was warned that he

would be barraged with phone calls from
people Icoking to buy a carpet kit from
hirm or, worse yet, to answer a bunch of
how-to questions, So please don't call
Pete unless you are interested in having
an award-winning custom intenor done,
like the ones he's done for Pebble Beach
winners or the Grand Natidnal Roadster

iuad on page 75 P
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r-‘l] Thaﬂkfullr we 1'EEI:| a sunn]l t!a-,r ‘lhu verr,r first step was fo spread the
TrimParts molded carpet kil oul in the sun for about an hour. This is a
very important step, as il allows the molded carpet to regain its memory
(shape). For those who don't have the sun lo assisl lhem, spreading the
carpel oul on a heated lloor or under a heal lamp will work line.

@Dur subject

vehicle was
Ihe Americruise
Big-10 previously
o equipped with a
zm:., kil from QuietRide
= Solutions.
- . The TrimParts
~ carpeting kit
comes standard
with padding, but
additional padding
- Can be used if
desired.

To remove
the stock
bench seat,
Mario removed
= the two bolls
- located on each
side.

With

e seal
unhnltad and
{he seathells
pulled
clear, Mario
removed
the seal by
pulling it out
through the
passenger
side.

Everything located on the floor was moved out of the way hétnm the
carpet kil was lo be frial-fitted.

Mario removed the seatbells and shoulder belts and then sel them
outside of the cab.
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Compressed
air was used to
blow the area
completely
clean (a
vacuum
cleaner could
be used
inslead).

0 ensure a clean Insiallat[un Marin
trimmed the QuileRide kit away from the
edges. This slep would be done lo conven-
lional padding as well.

o

TrimParls
molded carpel
kil was begun
by spreading it
across the cab
fioor,

&ﬁtw e
.Eue area in the I]ulell-'lide paddinn ihal
J;ped itself was trimmed to fay flat
under the new TrimParts carpeting kit. This
slep wl'?md be done to convenlional padding
as well.

%nm
was
. touse the
| 8cissors to cul
oul squares
lor clearance
around the
seatbell and
seal mounling
areas.
lﬂ The next step was to make sure the
carpeting was centered over the trans-
mission lunnel. After the tunnel was pushed
hj{ hand into shape, the driver and passenger
sides were done (notice weights are being
used to hold the carpel into place).
: -ﬂ With the L Ew -ﬂ Confident
trimming e front
A com eied hall of the car-
- amj peting fit right,
m“d‘gnt the Mario folded it
fit was right, back and then
he then glued . o sprayed glue
the QuietRide e Sl onto !ha?ra
padding down. i % of the carpet-

ing and onto
the floor (for
home use an
aerosol glue
can be used).

22 e s
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ﬂ@:‘{m letting the glue tack up, Mario slar-
t the tunnel and then worked outward

to lay the carpel for the final time (nofice the
weighls are being used by moving them lo the
immediate area Mario is working on).

r* 1"

front

< completed,

% Mario then

worked on

the rear half
ol the cab.

r-’l_]'?Tu fit the carpel arnund IIIE i.':nmpusmﬂ
computer used to contral the Big 10's
Gearstar 4LGOE, Mario trimmed the QuietRide
kit to allow the wiring to sit flush.

r]’]'“ n a harizonial slit (nol verical!)

as used to fil the carpet around the
Compushift computer (he same would be
done to fit an amplifier, efc.).



e

(33(7}A single-edge razor was used 1o Irim the
é@ﬂmﬁliﬂﬂ away for the boll-holes,

_ 2ﬂ Notice
e how
verlical slits
were cul into
the edges ol
the carpet-
ing 1o make
them pliable
enough lo
tuck in. This
isslepis
critical lo
producing
professional
results.

oo These weights were a handy tool as
2 well.

'fﬂ @W!th the initial test fitting accomplished,
2 /the next step was to coat both sides with
glue. Then Mario was ready lay the rear ol the
carpet for the last lime.

l’--: T rEl b

?p | From star to finish it fook Mario about
4 haours to install the TrimParts
molded carpeting kit—double thal time for a
greenhorn.

B continued from page 72

The key to doing a good job, no
matter what it might be, is to start
out with high-guality parts that were
designed to fit properly. This is where
the folks at TrimParts of Lebanon, Ohio,
enter the equation with their line of
top-quality molded carpet Kits, We've
used TrimParts lenses and bezels in
the past and we think a person would
be hard pressed to find a more faithful
reproduction. That said, this brings us
full-circle to installing the carpet kit. So,
study the following captions and photos.
We are sure that if you take your time

@' The finishing touch was a pair of
matching TrimParts floor mals.

you will end up with a super clean job
you will be proud to claim. CCT
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