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Making Your Cobra Cooler and
Quieter With Modern Insulation
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To see what's involved in reducing sound and heat in a Cobra, we
sought out expert assistance from Quief Ride Solutions’ Tim Cox, who
was making pattems on Factory Five Racing’s new Mk4 roadsler. This
madel differs slightly from the FFR's earfier models for which he already
has pre-cut kits.

by Steve Temple

5 Cobra fans, we're proud of that bass-note burble
from a high-performance V-8. Truth is, however,

as much as we enjoy authoritative pipe music, after |

awhile it can get tiresome. Personal discomfort aside,
high levels of noise and heat can also interfere with your reaction
time and driving ability.

To address this problem, we've found that Quiet Ride Solu-
tions really lives up to its name with a dual insulation product
that we've installed on other vehicles as well. Note that the tech-
nigques shown here can apply to just about any type of project,
Cobra replicas or otherwise.

It's fairly easy to put in the materials, uspally in less than a
day. No matter how good the insulation, however. it's really im-
portant to make sure the materials form a consistent barrier that’s
sealed with foil tape at the seams. and is glued down securely.
Otherwise, even a small opening can make for a lot of noise and
heat. which would defeat the whole purpose of adding insulation.

Quict Ride Solutions
Dept, KCB
6507 Pacific Avenue, Ste. 334
Stockton, CA 95207
200942 4777
www.quietride.com
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To minimize vibration-bome nofse. Cox starts by instalfing sirips of
Dynamat, a material composed of rubber and asphalt, which affenuates
the drumming motion of your vehicle's sheetmatal panels.

Next goes on a layer of Acoustishield, dense cioth-fiber padding bonded
to a reinforced fayer of aluminum foil. The top fayer of foll not only seives
as & skin lo profect the padding, but also creales an air pocke!, similar o
a doulNe-pane thermal window. It's partly that fayer of air that provides
the fnsulation (sound travels more easily through solids, and this air
space also minimizes heat [ransfer). The foil also helps 1o reflect back
heat emanaling from the enginz and exhaust systam. This material acts
a fire refardant, and reflects back 37 percent of infrared energy, Quiel
Ride claims, resulting In a temperature drop of as much as 30 degrees.



The FFR roadster kit includes a lot of separate aluminum inner panels,
which can be measured or traced individually for the overall size of the
pieces needed.
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Nole thal sound can emanale from a least two differanf sources: via a
solid malerial (the frame and body panels) and through the air (such
as from the exhaust pipe, and somewhat surprisingly, the air intake as
well). So we won't be stealing any thunder from the side pipss, just fon-
ing down the cockpit vibrafions, such as in the foolwells and under the
seals.
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Use a Sharpie pen to outline the areas to be cuf. Electric scissors make
the fob go much faster,

Be thorough, and cover as much of the inferior area of the cockpft,
firewall and frunk as possible.
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